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1. 



Part III DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 CFR 
1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The Mowing is a quotation of the appnaphate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. f 02 that form tha 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

pubtie use or on sale in das eou.try, more than one y e„rior to, he date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 10. 12. 14 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Battle (5,463,187). 
Battle discloses: 

Regarding claims 1 and 10. (a) a plurality of plastic inner ducts 19 contiguous (see figs 1-3, 
column 5 lines 55-60). co-directionally extending, substantially parallel, in abutting contact 
with each other (see fig 2). each of said inner ducts having .he cross sec«ona, areas sufficient 
to contain a. least one cable (see fig 2); and (b) a plasoc outer duct 13 encircling said inner 
ducts over their entire length to retain them in their contiguous relationship (see fig 2, column 
3 lines 1-5. and column 5 lines 40-50); (c) wherein said outer duct has a corrugated tubular 
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onH trminhcsextendinq over the entire length 
section including a pluralfly of contiguous ndges and troughs extending 

( see f,g 2); (d, whereby said assert is so flexible that « can be coiled around transportable 
r ee,sasv,e,,assos, ro ng,ha«i.can W i,hs te nddi rt ina,rench ( seeab 8 ,rac.,ines,- 2 ,,.Wim 

reS peC to ,aim 10, said inner ducts and said outer duct are nrade o, polyethylene (see 
column 3 lines 1-15). 

Regaling Cain, 2, each o« said inner duots is made ot poiyethyiene ( see column 3 iines fl- 
15). 

Regarding Cainrs 3-4. each o, said inner due* has a substanflaily round cross secflona, 
shape(see flg 2), and each o. said inner ducts is made separately extruded (see flg 2). 
Regarding clain, 6. said outer due, has a —ally round cross aecflona, shape (see flg 2,. 
Regarding Cairn 12. each o. said inner ducts is made separately extruded (see flg 2). 

ridges upon which the cable ride as it pulled through them (see flg 2). 

upon which the cable nde as it pulled through them ( see column 6 lines 1-5). 

Regarding Calm 16. the wai, o, said inner ducts are fanned wflh corrugation , see column 6 

lines 1-5). 

Regarding Calm 17. said outer due, has a substantially round cross sectiona, shape (see f,g 
2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

♦ i nn nf n 1 1 S C 103 (a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.G. lues ^ win 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

ill ^io„,02of«s«U,e, 1 f.hed iff e re »oesbe«wee„«hes»b j ec tm a«= rS ou^«obepa«eaan^e 

shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5, 7-9, 11. 13, 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as Wrtg 

unpatentable over Battle (5,463,187). 

Battle discloses: 

invention as shown above, bu. fails to disclose said inner ducts is oonneoled by flexible 

duds is conneolad by flexible conneoflng wabs , since applicant has no. disclosed that sa* 
inner duds is connected by flexible connecting webs solves any stated problem or is .or any 
particular purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally we,, with ■ 
designed with said inner ducts of Battle. 
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tavention as shown above, but fails to disclose said outer duel has a substantially ellipsoid 

— - — u,arcross 

se C ,na,shape.,h roU ^a f s (f ot d ai m sSandt 9) ,andsa W o,, OT duc 1 has 
Fab-con Inc. (CA 8, 1982) 215 USPQ 835. 

^otsaidinnetduetsarecontaoted.it.uidha.beenanob^s.adetotdes.n 

^tousesaidinnetdue.andsaldouteiductaieweidedto^at.hecont.uous 

^^.e^hsotsa.ou.duotand.eou.padphe.eu.oeeotsa^ 
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the outer peripheral surfaces of said inner ducts are contacted solves any stated prob.em or is 
for any particu.ar purpose and it appears that the invention wou.d perform equal.y we., with if 
designed with said inner ducts and outer duct of Battle. 



Other prior art cited 

4 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Hauff, and Gatfielddnannel duct similar to applicant's daimed invention. 

Contact information 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dhiru Patel whose telephone number is (703) 308 -3748.The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays- Thursdays from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm.lf 
attempts to reach the examiner by feiephone are unsuccessful the examiner's supervisor, 
Dean Reicham be reached at 703-308-3682. The fax number for this Group is 703-305- 
3431 .Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 

Dhiru Patel . . 

Patent Examiner . M^V^** 

Group Art Unit 2831 r Jfa Y ^ 

September 5, 2002 



